
and Palliative Care Organization 

(NHPCO) website* to get a sample let-

ter that you can e-mail to your legisla-

tor.  Certainly, if we are to increase the 

services we provide, a cut in the amount 

we are reimbursed could be disastrous. 

 

 Finally, perhaps more than ever 

considering the reimbursement picture, 

we need to get the message out to as 

many people as possible that no one 

should wait to seek hospice services.  

So far this year it seems as though we 

have had a great many individuals that 

we were only able to help for a few 

days.  More and more we hear the com-

ment that, ñWe should have called hos-

pice months ago.ò   Please, tell all your 

family, friends, and even your physi-

cians that choosing hospice is not an 

admission of immediately impending 

death, but rather a choice to continue 

living life to the fullest for as long as 

possible.  We canôt help if we donôt 

know who you are.  

Events 

June 12ð19 

National Nursing 

Assistants Week 

 

 

September 18 

Taste of the Pennyrile 
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W  
hat a relief and a joy to 

finally be in our new 

offices!    As described 

in the story on page 3, we had a fantas-

tic Ribbon-cutting and Open House 

and now that all of the landscaping is 

complete we can proudly boast of hav-

ing one of the nicest facilities in Chris-

tian County.  Our deepest appreciation 

goes out to Keith Sharp from JKS Ar-

chitects for designing such a lovely 

building and to Keith Smith from 

Crouch Construction for overseeing the 

actual construction.  We came in ahead 

of schedule, and just a little over 

budget so we couldnôt be happier. 

 

 Now itôs time to look to the 

future.  Changes in the way the Com-

monwealth calculates the need for hos-

pice services may mean that Penny-

royal Hospice will start providing ser-

vices in some additional counties in the 

next year.  At the same time, President 

Bushôs budget proposal is requesting a 

cut in the hospice reimbursement rate.  

Hospices across the nation are asking 

their supporters to contact 

their respective legislators in 

Washington and enlist their 

help in defeating the Presi-

dentôs proposal.  We certainly 

hope everyone in our 5 coun-

ties does the same.  You can 

go to the National Hospice 

*  go to www.nhpco.org  
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E 
ach year nurses are honored nationally during 

a week-long celebration beginning on  May 6 

and ending on May 12, the birthday of Flor-

ence Nightingale.  Nursing assistants were honored 

June 12 to 19 in 2008.  Our Pennyroyal Hospice   

nurses and nursing assistants were treated to a cook-

out and honored with a tribute on the WKDZ Radio 

website during a Pennyroyal Hospice Business 

Spotlight of the Week from May 4ð10. 

 

Our nurses and nursing assistants are the face, hands, 

and heart of compassion to those we serve.  These 

professionals are the friends our patients and their 

families see and connect with on a daily basis.  They 

selflessly serve our patients to provide compassionate 

care, comfort, and relief from physical, emotional 

and spiritual pain.  Our patients and their caregivers 

know they can depend on their Pennyroyal Hospice 

nurse and nursing assistant for their daily medical 

and personal care needs, and they also know that if 

they need help in the middle of the night weôll be 

thereðno matter the day or time ð no matter the 

weather conditions.  A Pennyroyal Hospice nurse is 

on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week to respond 

to any emergency. 

   

Each patient has an assigned Nurse and Nursing As-

sistant.  The nurse makes regular visits, evaluates the 

patientôs condition,  orders and monitors medications 

and consults with the primary physician about appro-

priate treatment.  She is also a teacher; instructing the 

patientôs family and friends on being caregivers and 

managing pain and symptoms.  Nursing Assistants 

are available to their patients up to 5 days a week, 

providing  personal care such as bathing assistance,  

changing bed linens, shaving, nail care, shampooing 

and dressing.    

 

Rebecca Haddock, R.N.  

Leah Dixon, R.N.  

The entire staff at Pennyroyal Hospice  wishes you a safe and Happy Summer 

Lucinda Sawyer, C.N.A.  

Amanda Chapman, C.N.A.  

Juanita Avert, C.N.A.  

Linda Vincent, R.N.  

 
Brooke Miller, C.N.A.  

Congratulations to 

Juanita Avert  

10 Years  

Pennyroyal Hospice  

 

Summer  2008  

Allison Arvin, R.N.  

Angela Boggess, R.N.,  

Clinical Director  

Shanna Milutin, R.N.  


